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finding unique train journeys to experience around the globe, and when we saw that the historic UNESCO World Heritage toy train was on our On The Go Tours itinerary we were unbelievably excited to hop onboard!This railway, that winds you up through rugged mountains, was built by the British in 1903 to provide access to their summer capital of
Shimla. This is now deemed one of the most scenic train journeys in India, which takes you up steep tracks 2,276m above sea level.Check out our YouTube video below to watch our full experience, and keep scrolling to find out more about the famous toy train and the incredible town of Shimla. The toy train connects Kalka and Shimla, located north of
Chandigarh in Indias mountainous northern state of Himachal Pradesh. It runs for 96km (60 miles), taking you through 20 railway stations, 103 tunnels, 800 bridges, and 900 curves! The longest tunnel stretches for more than a kilometer, and from that tunnel to Shimla is where you will see the best views.As the train is on a steep incline its speed is
quite restricted, but this allows for some spectacular sightseeing along the way. The journey takes around 5 to 6 hours and after our experience we can confirm that this is one for the bucket list! Shimla has some amazing shopping spots, and one of our favourites is Lakkar Bazar. This long stretch of shops running on either side of the street is most
popular for its wooden artefacts, but you can also get all types of souvenirs and little gifts to bring home.The market place was started by a group of Sikh carpenters that came and settled here. Since the beginning they make beautiful wooden products from woods such as deodars and walnut, which are commonly found around Shimla.2. Hike to
Jakhoo HillIf you are wanting to do a hike during your time in Shimla we highly recommend hiking to the top of Jakhoo Hill. Here you will find a temple that is very sacred for the Hindu community of India. Dedicated to the Monkey God, Hanumanm, this hike will take you 2.5km from the Ridge and 2,455m above sea level - Shimla's highest peak.From
the top you will be greeted to a spectacular panoramic view of Shivalik Ranges, and get up-close to the 32m tall Lord Hanuman. Built by the British, this stunning building was used as a summer retreat for the Indian President. It has now been converted into the institute to promote advanced studies in arts & humanities. The grand architecture and
the beautiful surroundings makes it one of the most popular spots to visit in Shimla. If you are visiting in December to February you need to check out the only natural ice skating rink in India, located right here in Shimla.The ice is formed by a special technique that the British taught the Garhwali highlanders. The thickly forested hillside keeps it
shaded and the low temperatures in winters prevent it from melting!5. Go White River RaftingIf you are an adrenaline junkie, one of the most adventurous things to do in Shimla is to go River Rafting. The river Sutlej which flows near the city is the most popular spot, carrying you from Chabba to Tattapani across 12kms and will take you around 2
hours to finish. LIKE THIS POST? PIN IT FOR LATER & SHARE IT WITH OTHERS! The Kalka Shimla Toy Train is a narrow gauge train that Runs for a stretch of 90kms (around 60miles) from Kalka to Shimla, climbing more than 4800 feets!. On the Kalka Shimla Toy Train route, the train crosses ~103 tunnels, 800 bridges and 900 curves! Also, there
are 20 old worldly stations dotted along the complete route from Kalka to Shimla. And they are mostly simple blue-white-red colored small stations, with wooden benches and small platforms, giving them the “right out of picture” look. In fact, some of them have multi storeys now. Hope we already gave you reason enough to ride the Kalka Shimla Toy
Train One amongst the few heritage toy trains in India including the Darjeeling Toy Train and the Kangra Valley Toy Train, The Kalka Shimla Toy Train ride is one of the most scenic train journeys in India. The train slowly winds it’s way through the upward track from Kalka to Shimla, through rugged mountains, waterfalls, tunnels and pine forests,
crossing on its way jungles of wild flowers and beautiful bridges. The scenery is simply breathtaking. Since the train ascends through steep mountains, it goes at a very slow pace. This gives plenty of time for the on-boarded passengers to sync in the glorious beauty of nature that they are passing by. At curves and nearing stations the train speed gets
very slow. It gives a nice opportunity for the passengers to hop out, take a walk along the track besides the train, snap some beautiful pictures and then hop-in back!! (Yes, we did that, be careful when you try it). Himalayan Queen passing through a tunnelimage credit @ wikipedia Kalka Shimla Toy Train time table There are regular trains from Kalka
to Shimla. First one leaves at 4am (Kalka Shimla Narrow Gauge Passenger) in the morning, followed by the next ones at 5:10am (Kalka Shimla Rail Motor), 5:30am(Shivalik Deluxe Express), 6am(Kalka Shimla NG Express) and 12:10pm(Himalayan Queen). Almost all of these run daily. While one can book the Kalka Shimla Toy Train tickets online at
irctc.co.in for Shivalik Deluxe Express, Kalka Shimla NG Express and Himalayan Queen. Also, one can buy a ticket at the ticket counter at Kalka Railway Station. The Kalka Shimla toy train ticket booking opens one month in advance. Bookings have to be done in advance especially in summer and winter, as large numbers of tourists are pouring in
and tickets get sold out soon.The same trains run back from Shimla to Kalka follow similar timetable patterns. You can check the timing on the official Indian Railways Website for them. How best to reach Kalka to catch the Kalka Shimla Toy Train Kalka can be easily reached from both Delhi and Chandigarh. One can fly into Delhi or Chandigarh
International Airport. From Delhi, there are several trains to Kalka, the journey duration is between 4-7 hrs. Most of the trains comply daily. A train that either reaches Kalka early in the morning or late at night would be preferable, as, then one can catch one of the many toy trains scheduled to leave Kalka station between 5:00am – 12:10pm. One can
as well take a cab or a bus. Comfortable AC and Volvo buses run from Delhi and they can be booked almost one month in advance, online. From Chandigarh also one can take a cab or a bus and reach Kalka in around 2 hrs. When we took our toy train journey, we reached Kalka from Delhi by a volvo bus, stayed overnight at Kalka and then took the
morning train to Shimla. We comfortably reached Shimla by afternoon. So next time you travel to Shimla, do plan a ride on the Kalka Shimla route..it will turn out to be one of the most memorable train journeys of your lifetime. Note: when traveling from Delhi to Kalka by train, you might need to book your tickets somewhere in 60-120days in
advance. You can check for the ticket booking window and timetable at the Indian Railway Website and book your ticket from irctc.co.in History of Kalka Shimla Toy Train When India was under British rule, Shimla was the summer capital of the British empire. There were no good routes to reach Shimla at this point of time. Whatever mountain route
was available, it was very rickety and dangerous. It also used to take a lot of time to travel because of the bad condition of the route. In November 1903, the Kalka Shimla narrow gauge train was started to provide easy access from the plains to Shimla. Driven by a steam engine, the train passed through 109 tunnels and took 7 hrs to reach Shimla. The
then viceroy Lord Curzon boarded the train on the first ride from Kalka to Shimla. Since then, the train has been complying daily, except for few maintenance breaks in between. The stations still use the old clocks to sync timings between them. Most of these stations are located besides picturesque bridges that provide an easy access from the
mountain tracks to the stations. Sunlight is still used to illuminate the dark tunnels where the light is reflected through the mirrors. Conclusion On our trip to Shimla and Manali, we wanted to take the Kalka Shimla Toy Train ride. Since, I took this ride as a child years back and still have fond memories of it. But in lieu of time, we couldn’t do it. I can’t
emphasize enough that if you have not taken this ride ever before, you must go for it. Once you reach Shimla, for onwards Shimla to Manali road trip, you can book a taxi or take a bus ticket. Then you can complete the loop back to Delhi or Chandigarh via a volvo bus from Manali. The Shimla Manali highway is also in a very excellent condition and
one of the most beautiful road trips in India that you will take.
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